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amusement. As a freeman of Aberdeen I should be a knitter
of stockings.' He asked me to go down with him and dine at
Mr Thrale's at Streatham, to which I agreed.
Soon after our arrival at Thrale's, I heard one of the maids
calling eagerly on another, to go to Dr Johnson. I wondered
what this could mean. I afterwards learnt, that it was to give
her a Bible, which he had brought from London as a present
to her.
He was for a considerable time occupied in reading
Memoires de Fontenelle, leaning and swinging upon the low
gate into the court, without his hat.
At dinner, Mrs Thrale expressed a wish to go and see
Scotland. JOHNSON. 'Seeing Scotland, Madam, is only see-
ing a worse England. It is seeing the flower gradually fade
away to the naked stalk. Seeing the Hebrides, indeed, is see-
ing quite a different scene.'
On Friday, April 10, we dined together with Mr Scott,
(now Sir William Scott, his Majesty's Advocate General,) at
his chambers in the Temple, nobody else there.
Talking of fame, for which there is so great a desire, I ob-
served how little there is of it in reality, compared with the
other objects of human attention. *Let every man recollect,
and he will be sensible how small a part of his time is em-
ployed in talking or thinking of Shakspeare, Voltaire, or any
of the most celebrated men that have ever lived, or are now
supposed to occupy the attention and admiration of the
world. Let this be extracted and compressed; into what a
narrow space will it go!' I then slily introduced Mr Garrick's
fame, and his assuming the airs of a great man. JOHNSON.
'Sir, it is wonderful how little Garrick assumes. Consider,
Sir: celebrated men, such as you have mentioned, have had
their applause at a distance; but Garrick had it dashed in his
face, sounded in his ears, and went home every night with
the plaudits of a thousand in his cranium. Then, Sir, Garrick
did not find, but made his way to the tables, the levees, and
almost the bed-chambers of the great. Then, Sir, Garrick
had under him a numerous body of people; who, from fear
of his power, and hopes of his favour, and admiration of his
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